Running Head: SOCIAL FORCES AND FAMILY CHANGES                                                    1
SOCIAL FORCES AND FAMILY CHANGES                                                                             5








Social Forces And Family Changes
Name:
Instructor:
Course:
Date:





Discuss how social forces such as changes in the economy, religion, educational systems, and law and government affect individual families? 
Social institutions have significant impacts on the general wellbeing of families. All these forces significantly contribute to the wellbeing of individual families. Notably, most individuals usually experience economic changes such as economic difficulties. Positive economic changes especially with regards to the family structure (Galbraith, 2016). Notably, this might negate the traditional definition of the family which primarily constitutes people who are related by blood or marriage. Therefore, the economic changes result in an increased rate of cohabitation and divorce among individual families. Limited financial resources due to the economic constraints have led to increased poverty among children especially those living with single parents.
Educational systems have significantly impacted the modern family. Unlike in the past, most individuals of similar academic qualifications are more likely to marry each other. This means that there has been an increased rate of assertive mating. Therefore, this has positive impacts on individual families because of the positive outcome for the children. This is supported by the findings of Lundberg et al., (2016), which emphasizes that divorce rates among college graduates are much lower than among the high school graduates.
Furthermore, it is evident that children within the families where parents have relatively higher education levels exhibit high education performance, social interaction skills, and higher self-esteem. However, education as much as it has positive impacts has also significant limitations to the wellbeing of the family. One of the notable characteristics of education and how they impact individual families is through children experiencing bullying in school environments which is an aggressive behavior among school-aged children (stopbullying.gov, 2017). It is sufficient to note that these action demeans most children and family are forced to engage in supportive measures before their detrimental effects. Apart from the damaging impacts related to the psychological impact, there are extremes cases such as suicide. Experience with online aggression would result in suicide a term often referred to as cyberbullicide (Hinduja et al., 2009). This demonstrates the lack of cooperation between the different disciplines, fundamental lack of policies within the school environment that might contain bullying. Secondly fragile systems within the society that would enable Rebecca to overcome suicidal thoughts.
Religious changes also impact on the general wellbeing of several families. Religion does not change rapidly and might take some time for religion to accept some of the aspects in society such as divorce. This impacts the family such that it prevents individuals from seeking divorce because of the primary belief that it is ungodly. Additionally, there are those believes that propose women should submit to their husbands and thus might prevent women in families to participate in economic activities. Therefore, changes in religion significantly affect the actions of individual families since people tend to adhere to religion for guidelines.
Furthermore, changes in government laws also have allowed a lot of women entering the labor force, where women assume the motherhood role in most families. Moreover, the government might integrate social policies, for example, those that enhance easy access to housing, education, and childcare. This directly impacts individual families especially those facing economic difficulties. Changes with regards to policies, for example, might allow appropriate access to education and other childcare services which contributes to the general wellbeing of the family. Additionally, the lack of laws within a family also impacts on the family as some individual members within the family might end up facing violence within the family. In most families, men tend to dominate the and thus might subject their counterparts into abuse both emotional, physical and psychological.
How do families adapt to these changes? 
Families today have adapted. Firstly, this is through the participation of women in the workforce. In most families especially where families experience economic changes women have engaged in the workforce to sustain the families. Additionally, families have also instituted divorce measures especially when the family experiences difficulty times like when one of the family members facing domestic violence. Moreover, roles have shifted especially with regards to bringing up children. This is because of the abuse that the children in the family face outside the family search as bullying. Therefore, both men and women engage in providing the necessary emotional support to the child in a bid to ensure the wellbeing of children.
Furthermore, increased gender abuse has resulted in significant changes in the family structure. For instance, the world today has seen an increase in gay marriages. This is because gender domination has forced some of the individuals to value gay marriages than the normal family. Furthermore, this changes the definition of the family as the children in these families are not related by blood, but they still form a family.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Educational changes mean that families tend to be financial stables. According to research, it is evident that most of the couples who are educated are engaged in some occupation and thus have more stable families than those who are not (Cancian & Reed, 2009). This has made families to integrate other measures that will enhance children upbringing. Markedly, most of the families rely on daycare to support the raising of children. This is because the increased occupational commitments have forced families to institute measures that will enhance participating in economic activities.
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